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AN INTRODUCTION 

The Cairn Terrier Breed Council is formally recognised by the Royal Kennel Club  
(RKC) and is made up of representatives from each of the six Cairn Terrier breed 
clubs, who are licensed to hold shows under Kennel Club rules.  

The objectives of the Breed Council are to maintain the Cairn Terrier breed in 
accordance with the breed standard approved by the RKC. We co-ordinate all aspects 
and activities of the Cairn Terrier breed clubs in the United Kingdom for the 
improvement and protection of the breed, combining this with education for those who 
are interested in the breed. 

The Breed Council compiles lists of judges in accordance with criteria laid down and 
agreed by the breed clubs and the RKC.  Progression via this “traditional” route is only 
available up to 31 December 2025, therefore if any judge feels that they will not meet 
the criteria by that date they should consider progression via the new route of the 
Judges education programme. Linda Firth is our Breed Education Co-Ordinator (BEC) 
who can be contacted for further advice.  We also organise training sessions and the 
BEC arranges mentoring sessions.  

We meet twice yearly and are made up of delegates representing each of the six Cairn 
Terrier Clubs.  Annually we appoint a Chairman, Vice Chairman, Secretary, Assistant 
Secretary and Treasurer.    

The Breed Council holds the health of the breed of primary importance, and we support 
the Cairn Terrier Health Group (CTHG).  Maggie Shopland is the Secretary of the 
CTHG with Linda Saich as the Co-Ordinator. 

Any items to be included on the agenda must be submitted by a Breed Club not 
individual persons so if you wish for any item to be included for discussion you must 
submit it to the Breed Club of which you are a member, for consideration.  The Breed 
Council is funded by contributions from all six clubs.  



 

 

CAIRN TERRIER RELIEF FUND (CTRF) 

The CTRF was initially formed by members of breed clubs and the substantial funds 

the CTRF has, in the main, been donated to the CTRF by breed club members and 

their associates.  All the six breed clubs have always been strong supporters of the 

CTRF.   

We are therefore most disappointed and concerned to learn that the CTRF has formed 

a new charity, with the same name as the old one, but the new charity’s constitution 

now excludes any involvement with the six UK breed clubs.  

Previously CTRF trustees were nominated by the six breed clubs, but this is no longer 

the case, and the breed clubs now have no say in who is appointed.  

Additionally, no annual report on the CTRF’s activities will be sent to the breed clubs, 

with no details on their financial situation and spend.   

This matter is still actively under consideration by the Breed Council and a further 
announcement will be made in due course. 
 
 
A CALL FOR PHOTOS 

The Breed Council is responsible for the development of 

marketing materials for the Discover Dogs booth at Crufts 

as well as the Breed Council website.  We are looking for 

photos of Cairns to be used on our display boards and 

website and we welcome photos of puppies or grown-up 

Cairns showing their mischievous qualities.  No mention will 

be made of who submitted the photo or the name of the Cairn. 

Digital photos are preferred and should be sent to Maxine Bennett at 

maximalcairns123@gmail.com  

 

AN UPDATE FROM THE CAIRN TERRIER HEALTH GROUP 

As mentioned earlier, the CTHG has been reviewed and for information the following 

are currently undertaking these roles. 

Chair/Secretary – Maggie Shopland 

Treasurer – Chris Roberts 

Co-Ordinator/Assistant Secretary – Linda Saich 

Committee member – Karen Saich 

 

Thank you for reading, Maxine Bennett, CTBC Chair - maximalcairns123@gmail.com 


